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LEWIS, Finnbar and Laura have a activities on offer at BLAP. Sue Price from sessions have taken place outside.” @ For more information please contact Alston 

smashing time as they get ready for the BLAP said: “It has been great to see so BLAP is looking forward to its autumn Quammie_ on 01865 236646 / 07530933690. 

BLAP stall at the Leys Fair on Saturday 7 many children having such a good time, programme with the after school club for If you have cups and plates or other crocks 

September. making new friends and being active inthe 8-13 year olds (8—5.30pm) starting on for BLAP to use on its stall at the Leys Fair, 
Many children have spent their summer __ fresh air. The weather has been kind and Monday 9 September. The next play scheme please speak to Alston. 

holidays enjoying the wide variety of most days even some of the art and craft takes place over the autumn half-term. 


Get ready for 
Leys Fair! 


LEYS Fair returns on Saturday 


7 September in Blackbird Leys 

Park. The free entry family fun filled 
day will include lots of activities =: - . s 
and will be a true celebration for the io. COMPETITION! Design a logo SUMMER AT CDI! A busy fun 


Leys community. See page 5 for the Leys Community Market. four weeks at Leys CDI summer 
, See page 3 project. See page 7 
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Hello! 


| hope you are all having a good 
summer. | got married a couple of 
weeks ago so | am lucky enough to 
be having a great summer! 
Talking of weddings, they 
certainly don’t come cheap and 


recent research shows that the 
average wedding in the UK costs 
around £22,000! | can assure 

you that our nuptials cost a mere 
fraction of that amount and were 
carefully saved up for over a period 


of 18 months! 


We were determined to make 
our day really special and not 


break the bank and we were 


really pleased with the result! We 


OXFORD Community Media 
is always pleased to be able 
to offer work experience 
opportunities to anyone 
who is keen to learn more 
about local newspapers. 
Our latest recruit, Lucy 
Patchett, spent a few days 
with us and pulled together 
our summer holidays 
supplement that featured 
in last month’s Leys News. 
Here are her thoughts on 
what it is like to work for us! 


‘WHAT career would you like to 

go into?’ that is always the major 
question for us youngsters. Many 
people will not know exactly what 
they want to do, they will just have 
an idea of what they enjoy and what 


Letter from the Editor 


organised the entire day ourselves 
and stuck rigidly to our very small 
budget. By being creative, calling in 
a few favours and involving almost 
the entire community, we truly had a 


day to remember. 


New research out this week has 
revealed that getting married is now 
something that only the ‘middle 
class’ can afford. If this is the case 
then it is indeed a very sad day for 
relationships and families. 

Of course being married isn't 
for everyone and it certainly wasn’t 
top of my list during the 13 years 
that | was a single parent! However 
if people want to tie the knot then 
surely they should be able to have 


Sourav 


their happy ever after without 


they are good at so work experience 
is a significant stepping stone that 
helps us decide what we would like 
to pursue professionally. 

For many people work 
experience can even be the tipping 


running up ridiculous debts and 


MY WORK EXPERIENCE 


Oxford opens its doors 


By Jai Hooshmand 


BETWEEN 12 and 15 
September over 180 different 
venues and activities all 
around Oxford will celebrate 
the city’s history, architecture 
and culture by opening their 
doors to allow people to 
experience a unique annual 


event. The Oxford Open 
Doors event offers free access 
to many places in Oxford 
that are usually closed to the 
public or normally charge for 
admission. 

The event runs from 12 to 
15 September, although the 
weekend of the last two days 
is the most popular time for 


venue openings and events, 
making it also the busiest time! 
Some early start events begin 
from Thursday 12 September, 
which is a good option to 
avoid the larger crowds. 
Venues include many 
colleges, some which are 
rarely open for the public, as 
well as areas of colleges that 


point between getting the job and 
not getting the job so | would like 
to thank Oxford Community Media 
for giving me my first professional 
stepping stone in life. 

| have always enjoyed reading 
magazines and newspapers and 
knowing what is happening around 
the world, what issues are of current 
debate, or simply being entertained 
so actually being the person behind 
this work was very exciting and 
gratifying for me. 

Everyone at Leys News are very 
friendly and | am glad that they 
got me right down to work with the 
nitty-gritty side of things: actually 
researching and writing for the 
newspaper, rather than making tea 
and notes for people which is what | 
would have expected. | instantly felt 
at home in my work and the great 
independence of it. 

This opportunity has given me a 
great insight into my own skills and 


starting their married life without a 
penny in the bank? 

Maybe it is time that we stopped 
taking notice of celeb weddings, 
stopped thinking that we must 
have everything that the wedding 
magazines advertise and think 
creatively about weddings. After 
all, it’s your special day and you 
should do what makes you happy 
and reflects your personality. | had 
no qualms in making my own table 
cloths and getting my nieces to 
paint jam jars to use as vases! 
Have a great month-whether you 
are getting married or not! 


are usually closed for public 
access; guided and private 
walks and tours around 
famous and historic areas of 
worship; areas with specific 
events for people to take 

part in; venues which are 
architecturally interesting, and 
several other unique locations 
in the city. 

The University of Oxford 
makes a large contribution 
towards the event’s funding, 
as well as opening many of 
its own buildings over the 
weekend, offering Open 
Doors visitors a look at areas 
that regular visitors may not 
have a chance to. These 
include the Bodleian, the 
Sheldonian, the libraries, the 
museums and the buildings in 
the science area. 

The events and venues 
range from the big to the 
small, with different and varied 
opening hours, so its worth 
checking out the website to find 
out about the events and places 
that you are looking out for. 

There are two special 
themes for this year’s 
event, firstly Oxford Design 
Excellence — a celebration 
of good design and new 
buildings as well as a chance 
to meet some of the people 
involved in their making. 
Secondly the Nuffield Legacy, 
commemorating the 50th 


September 2013 


To discuss your advert email John at 
advertising@leysnews.co.uk 
or call 01865 711756 


has made me realise | am capable 
of more than | thought. It has also 
shown me the positive impact 
journalism has had on the Oxford 
community as | was unaware of 

the wonderful work the Oxford 
Community Media were doing with 
the public by training volunteers and 
ultimately giving them a voice for 
their community. My time working 
on the Summer Holiday feature 

has made me appreciate the many 
things there are to do in and around 
Oxford, | will definitely start planning 
some outings to jazz up my summer 
break. 

Journalism has always been a 
tricky career to go into as there is 
so much competition, so | would 
also like to get some experience in 
publishing before | go to University, 
but overall | hope | can work some 
more with Leys News in the future. 


anniversary of Lord Nuffield’s 
death, his life, his works, the 
car industry in Cowley, and his 
gifts to education, medicine, 
and the university. 

Started in 2008, the event 
organised by the Oxford 
Preservation Trust (OPT) is 
the most popular of hundreds 
of similar National Heritage 
Open Doors events across 
the country, with 60,000 visits 
to 185 venues in 2011. The 
OPT is a local charity that 
was founded in 1927 to care 
for and enhance Oxford, with 
outreach and community 
engagement being an 
important part of their work. 

On the website you 
can find out about the 
large range of activities on 
offer throughout the event, 
including a detailed search 
function allowing you to look 
for events that are catered to 
your needs, such as family- 
friendly days out or places that 
are wheelchair-friendly. 

Some events must be 
pre-booked due to a limited 
capacity of people allowed at 
each event, and events can be 
booked on the event website. 

You can also volunteer for 
any time during the weekend, 
which promises to be an 
exciting experience, offering 
many perks and benefits to 
volunteers. 


§ 7o find out more information about the event, times, details on volunteering and booking options visit http:/;www.oxfordopendoors.org.uk 
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LEYS COMMUNITY MARKET: Make a logo competition 


CALLING ALL LOCAL 
ARTISTS AND GNERS! 


THE Leys Community Market has just 
had its ninth month in action. It's still 
early days, exciting and challenging 
as things are getting established. 

But the organisers have noticed the 
market needs a logo. So your market 
is looking for inspired local talent. 

How would you like to sharpen up 
your pencils, dust off your graphic 
package, or use a camera to come up 
with a winning design. 

There's lots of scope to be 
creative in representing the flavour 
and identity of the market but the 
design should be no more than three 
colours. 


™@ For an entry form come to the 
Market on 21 September, 11am—2pm 
at the Barn. 

All entries will form a fantastic 
exhibition on the 'Logo Wall’ in the 
Barn. 


= For more details call Christine 
on 07804190409 or email 
leyscommunitymarket@yahoo.com 


“Becca Wharton baked up some fresh tasty treats for her first market stall. 


Previous campaigns have highlighted scams 
and in partnership with Trading Standards 
CAB helped to distribute “Scamnesty” boxes 
around the county to try and raise awareness. 
David added: “We joined Citizens Advice and 
many others nationally to empower customers 
of payday lenders. We want payday loan 
customers to know that: 

@ |t’s not ok for lenders to call you day and 
night 

@ |t’s not ok for lenders to take money from 
your account without telling you 

@ If this does happen, there is something you 
can do about it. 

To help us pass on this message, we have put 
a film on YouTube.” 


PAYDAY LOANS 


KNOW YOUR RIGHTS 


# To view the film and find out more email 
davidCEP@oxford-cab.org.uk directly. David 
can also let you have flyers to distribute in 
your neighbourhood. 


A still from the Citizens Advice film Payday Loans: Know Your Rights. 


OXFORD Citizen’s Advice Bureau launched a 
campaign to warn people about the dangers 
of taking out payday loans. 

As part of the Consumer Partnership 
for Oxfordshire, CAB links up people and 
organisations who are interested in consumer 
issues. 


David Soward from the partnership said: 
“We aim to campaign, educate, protect and 
empower consumers. We work with other 
agencies, such as Agnes Smith Advice 
Centre, Oxfordshire Mind and Age UK 
Oxfordshire, as well as our wonderful local 
credit unions.” 


m@ The Partnership holds a quarterly Forum. 
You can find more about the Consumer 
Partnership on the Citizens Advice 
Oxfordshire website: www.caox.org.uk/ 
consumer and you can follow news and 
updates @OxfordConsumer. Or call David 
Soward, the coordinator, on 01865 304125. 
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Cadets 
support 
cyclists 


A GROUP of cadets from Thames 
Valley Wing squadrons supported 
the Ride London cycling event over 
the weekend of 3—4 August. While 
working as volunteers in the bike 
park area, Cdt Sgt Josh Wilkes and 
Cdt Guilherme Neves met RAF 
personnel competing in the cycling 
event, arriving mid morning having 
set off on the 100 mile route at 6am 
that day. 

Fit Lt Nigel Furlong, the CO of 
2210 Cowley Squadron said: “This 
event is a great opportunity for the 
cadets to do some volunteering and 
showcasing what teenagers can 
do. The opportunity to support such 
a fantastic international sporting 
event that brings back the spirit and 
atmosphere of last year's Olympic 
events has been awesome for us 


Banking 
on support 


THE Heyford Hill branch of 
Sainsburys has joined the ranks of 
suppliers supporting The Oxford 
Food Bank. 

The first batch of food was picked 
up in May, and since then there 

has been a steady flow of bakery 
products, fruit and vegetables 
thanks to their extremely supportive 
staff. 

A Food Bank spokesman 
said: “Sainsburys have been an 
important part of the supply chain 
to the Oxford Food Bank from the 
beginning and it is encouraging 
when new branches such as 
Heyford Hill come on line. We 
certainly appreciate their support 
and look forward to many years 
of working together in the future 
to provide food for the needy in 
Oxford.” 


Apply now for Youth Ambition Grants 


YOUTH Ambition Grants have already 
provided over £70,000 of funding to 
community groups across the city, and the 
next stage of grants is now open to bid for. 

The next round of the Youth Ambition 
Grants closes at midday on Monday 16 
September. 

Councillor Bev Clack, Board Member for 
Youth and Communities, said: “It is exciting 
to see that things are already changing as 
a result of engaging with young people and 
organisations who work with young people. 

“It is great to have young people 
involved in the decision making process 
and more involved in the Youth Ambition 
Grants process.” 


Prospective applicants are being asked 
to speak to young people in their area 
when developing any project they would 
like to be funded, and think about how to 
involve young people in the review of the 
project or activity provided. 

Oxford City Council has made a 
commitment to involve young people and is 
working to ensure this is done throughout 
the services delivered for young people or 
that will affect young people’s transition into 
adulthood. 

To download the expression of interest 
form and find more information about the 
Youth Ambition Grants please visit the 
Oxford City Council website — www.oxford. 


gov.uk and search for Community Grants. 

In the second round of Youth Ambition 
Grants in May, £38,802 was awarded to 
seven organisations working with young 
people in the city, including Frontiers New 
Horizons who were awarded £8,500 to 
work with 15 young people from Blackbird 
Leys, Barton, Headington and Cowley to 
participate in workshops and gain hands 
on experience of running a business and 
being self-employed... 

Small Greet Shoots were awarded 
£666 to work with 16 young people from 
Blackbird Leys on an art based project. 
The Youth Ambition Grants funding will 
contribute towards the moderation feed for 


the Arts Award accreditation. 

The unsuccessful applicants have 
been offered support from Oxford City 
Council and Oxfordshire Community 
and Voluntary Action (OCVA) to develop 
their organisational structures and their 
applications to enable them to have more 
success in applying for not only Youth 
Ambition Grants, but other external funding 
too. 


@ /f you have any questions regarding 
the Youth Ambition Grants, or would like 
support with applying, please contact 
Caroline Robbins, Youth Engagement 
Officer, atcrobbins@oxford. gov. uk. 
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Thanks to the Blackbird Leys Parish Council for sponsoring this page 


September 2013 


House swap 
‘speed dating’ 
success 


UP TO ten households could move to 
better accommodation for their families 
following an Oxford City Council 
Mutual Exchange Speed dating event. 

The first Mutual Exchange ‘Speed 
Dating’ event in the Community Hall 
at Wood Farm Primary School in July 
was a success with around 30 people 
taking part. Many tenants advertised 
their properties in advance of the event 
with a further ten advertising on the 
day. 

Five households identified potential 
mutual exchanges which could in 
effect mean that ten households are 
able to move to better accommodation 
for their families. 

James Pickering, Welfare Reform 
Manager, said: “The overall feeling 
was that people enjoyed the event 
and thought the idea was a great 
alternative for finding a new property. 

“Most people enjoyed the relaxed 
easy attitude and said they would 
attend future events. 

“All council and housing association 
customers who are either over 
occupying or under-occupying their 
home, and live in Oxford are invited to 
attend our future events. 

“All we ask is that forms are 


completed and to make sure you 
bring a photograph of your property. 
Representatives from the housing 
team will be on hand to offer help and 
advice.” 


Mutual Exchange 'speed dating’ events 
will be held on: 

@ Thursday 19 September in the Rose 
Hill Community Centre 

@ Thursday 3 October in the main hall, 
Barton Neighbourhood Centre 

@ Tuesday 15 October in the Long 
Room, Oxford Town Hall. 


The events run from 2—4pm. 


@ /f you are planning a mutual 
exchange, you must tell your landlord 
and get permission before swapping. 
If you would like to find out more about 
mutual exchanges, you should speak 
to your Tenancy Management Officer 
if you are a council tenant or to your 
housing officer if you are a housing 
association tenant. You can find out 
more about mutual exchanges at 
www.oxford.gov.uk/houseswap. 


@ /f you would like to know more about 
the speed dating sessions, or if you 
would like some advice about options 
for dealing with the changes to the 
benefit system, please get in touch 
with the Welfare Reform Team on 
01865 252755 

or email welfarereform@oxford.gov.uk 


Blackbird Leys Parish Council 


Meeting Dates 


lM Tuesday 24 September, 7.00pm 
in the Jack Argent Room, BBL Community Centre 


™@ Tuesday 29 October, 7.00pm 
in the Jack Argent Room, BBL Community Centre 


Parish Councillors 


Gordon Roper (Chair), Ann Booker (Vice Chair), Brian 
Lester, Tanya Prescott, Chris Hatton, Cyril Martin, Sheila 


Smith and Pat Stannard 


For further details telephone (9am-5pm) 
01865 716943 
Mail to: Parish Council, c/o 13 Bailey Road, 
Oxford 0X4 3HU 


For further details of Parish Council news, meetings, 
minutes and other activities in Blackbird Leys please 
go to the community website 


www.leysonline.net 


NEW STANDARDS 
FOR RESIDENTS 


FINAL touches are being put to 
an improved set of standards 
for services provided to its 
tenants and leaseholders by 
Oxford City Council’s Local 
Offer Tenants Group. 

The Local Offer negotiated 
between Oxford City tenants 
and the department heads of 
selected council services sets 
out service levels agreements 
for tenants and leaseholders. 

The group selected anti- 
social behaviour, repairs and 
maintenance and the estate 
improvements programme 
to examine and agree the 
standards for delivery across 
the Council. 

The Local Offer will stay 
in place for 12 months while 
being monitored by the tenants 
themselves. 


Oxford City Council is 
setting up additional tenant 
groups to scrutinise a wide 
range of council services 
reviewing service delivery and 
value for money. 

Councillor Scott Seamons, 
Board Member for Housing, 
said: “Tenant and leaseholder 
involvement is helping to 
improve a whole range of 
services we provide by 
listening to our tenants and 
matching their expectations to 
delivery. 

“This is helping us to 
improve the neighbourhood 
where you live and build a 
world class city for everyone.” 

Oxford City Council is 
looking to work with a wide 
range of involved tenants to 
test and improve its services. 


The initial Local Offer is a 
city-wide agreement but tenant 
and resident groups will get the 
opportunity to work with the 
council and agree standards at 
neighbourhood level. 

Involved tenants will be 
supported through training, 
mentoring and links to partner 
agencies. 


@ /f you are interested in 
finding out more, contact 
the Communities and 
Neighbourhoods team on 
01865 252828 or email 
communities@oxford.gov.uk 


m@ The Local Offer will be 
published on the Oxford City 
Council website at the end of 
September. 
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BLACKBIRD LEYS ROAD 


DEALING 
WITH DEBT 


“I’M BEHIND on my water, electricity and 
credit card payments. | have received 
letters from debt collectors demanding 
immediate payment of money and 
threatening legal action against me if | 
don’t pay. The stress is really getting to 
me and | don’t know how | am going to 
manage.” 

Don't panic. Although dealing with debt can 
be overwhelming, it is a common problem and 
it important that you tackle your debts sooner 
rather than later. 

The first thing you should do is make a list 
of who you owe money to. Next you need to 
work our which debts you should prioritise. 
The most important debts are those that have 
the most serious consequences if you don’t 
pay them. You should look to get rent and 
energy bills sorted first so your home isn’t at 
risk and so that your gas and electricity aren’t 
cut off. Beware of just paying the creditors who 
are putting the most pressure on you, as these 
may not be the debts you should be prioritising. 

Once you know your priorities, you need to 
make a list of all your income and expenditure 


to get a clear idea of how much money you 
have spare. This can be a bit time-consuming 
but it is critical to coming up with a solution to 
tackle your debts. We can help you with this 
process. 

The next step is to contact your creditors. 
Stay calm and be honest with them: tell them 
how much you have available and see if you 
can agree a repayment plan with them. If you 
don’t think you owe the money, tell the debt 
collector. It is important that you are realistic 
and only offer what you can afford to repay. We 
have experienced advisers at the centre and 
can negotiate with creditors on your behalf. 

If you don’t have any spare money to pay 
your debts, go through your spending line by 
line and think about any savings that you could 
make: could you switch your energy supplier? 
Could you walk to work and not take transport? 

It is much better to seek help rather than, 
for example, to take out a further loan. Loans 
can sometimes end up getting you more into 
debt rather than helping you. 


Remember the 
team at The 
Agnes Smith 
Advice Centre 
can help you at 
any stage. 


fwrisemyg the commarniit: 


@ Agnes Smith Advice Centre, 96 Blackbird Leys Road, Blackbird Leys, OX4 6HS. 
Telephone: 01865 770206 Email: asac.reception@blackbirdleysnss.co.uk 
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Saturday 
7th 
September 
12-4pm 
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Blackbird 
Leys Park, 
Cuddesdon 

Way 
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FUN FOR 
ALL AGES! 
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Stage Go Karts! 
Area! 

EP x Surf 
Pizza-Making! ee @ Simulator! 


Minis! = Ss ie D> (a) 
Climbing Walls! 


Bouncy Castles! 


(including one for adults!) 


Body Zorbing Balls! 


arts & eS Sports Tastes! 
street pen Bung 
sary TrANls _~ we Run! 
ae course = Circus Skil) : 
Bicy™ FREE ENTRY! 
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All activities are free or low cost J Pod 

Food stalls available (or bring a picnic) on 
(If very rainy, it’s in the Leisure Centre!) 
For more info or to get involved. call Oxfordshire Play Association (OPA) on: 
O1865 779474 or ernail: jane.gallagher@oxonplay.org.uR 
www.oxonplay.org.uk 
ported by £3] | Local Leys | BLACKBIRD LEYS | oP 3 
wow.oxtord.govuk “Sry”! | Organisations = =| PARISH COUNCIL) “SS o's 
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Let Ruskin College 


Changeyourlife! 


Ruskin College, based in Old Headington welcomes anyone who is 19 years or older and from any back jound The 
college does not discriminate against anyone and studying at the College is definitely not like being at school. 


Things you might not know about Ruskin College: 

® Ruskin College students can study for a Degree without having to 
have Alevels, and GSCE’s are not required for most courses 

® All our students are adults 


© oir val Got plasty cf suppeat os tors ancl ole etar It is not too late to apply for a course 


@ We have a diverse student body that is committed to equality that starts this October. 

What can you study at Ruskin College? For more information contact Hannah on: 

@ Lifelong leaming short courses to help you prepare for work or further study T: 01865 759604 or E: hjones@ruskin.ac.uk 
@ Courses that lead to a Degree 

@ Degree courses Take a look at all of the courses we offer at: 

@ WMA courses Www.ruskin.ac.uk/courses 


What our students say about Ruskin 
Pearl Van-Dyck (Local resident) 


Why | came to Ruskin 
For about three years | was deciding fo study for a degree bul! was nof sure where or wiral fo study until / heard about Ruskin. | chose fo go to Ruskin because ifs 
4 mature institution which | thought would benefit me as / imagined there would be a lot of people to relate to ag a mother. It also promised a lot of support for the 
Students and for someone like me wito fad not studied far a long time. i sounded great Finally | found a éourse that! was interested in, 

What was | doing before | came to Ruskin? 

J was working a3 a nursery nurse looking after iitfe chitdren in @ focal nursery. Although | enfoyed my work |, ahvays fad it al ihe back of my mind thal! wil one day 
study for a degree and so, when my youngest child started school, | thought it was ihe night time to do it 

How am | finding the course? 

/am studying Social and Political Studies. The cause is challenging and very interesting. It has taught me a lot about society, the 
economy and the political system and | am very interested to learn more. | have just finished first year and have passed all the 
modules, something | didn't fhink was possible when | first started the course having been out of education for so hong. 

What do | hope to do after Ruskin? 

After Ruskin | hope to wark for NGOs such as Oxfam and help to make someone's life better. 

What dol enjoy about Ruskin? 

Jenjoy studying af Ruskin because tufotals are very interactive. Ve don't just sit there listening to lecturers speak the eniire sesso, 
we are encouraged fo take pavt and fo share our ideas. Furthennore Ruskin has a great sense of community because of its size, and 
peonle seem to be very rendly and supponive. Bul, most importantly, | get quality teaching. 


Charles Mrombedzi (Local resident) 


What was | doing before | came to Ruskin? 

Jused fo work ie warehouse doing sone forkidt work. 

How am | finding the course? 

| studied a Certificate of Higher Education in Law. The course is brilliant - informative, enjoyable, relaxed environment, Best thing | have 
ever done. 

What do | hope to do after Ruskin? 

Looking to further my studies here af Ruskin, on the Business and Social Enferprise course. 

What dol enjoy about Ruskin? 

Very ffendly tutors, administration staff and most of all the students. Everyone af Ruskin makes you feel welcome regardless of age, 
sex, gender, race and all other things. Ruskin does not tolerale abuse of any sort to anyone - they take it very senously. 


B 
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Ruskin College, Ruskin Hall, Dunstan Road, 
a all Old Headington, Oxford, OX3 9BZ 
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By Stuart Mabbutt 


What mammals are using my garden? 


Leys News |/ 


AT CDI 


YOUNG people on the Leys have had a busy 

few weeks at the CDI, taking part in the annual 
summer project. Marsha Jackson from the CDI 
said: “As soon as you enter CDI the sound of 
young people’s laughter fills the air. There is so 
much to do: snap back making, t-shirt printing, 
newsletter project, hair braiding workshops, 
we have a kids cafe, roller skating, zumba, bike 
fixing workshops, DJ mixing, music production , 
street art workshops, badminton, football, dodge 
ball the list is endless! 

“Whatever the young people want we’ve got 
it. Over the four weeks young people learnt new 
skills, met new friends but most importantly 
they had fun! The CDI celebrated the last day of 
the project putting on a showcase celebrating 
what the young people had achieved. One young 
person said “this was my first time at CDI and 
I’ve loved every minute of it.” 


ROSS ARROWSMITH 


Sibling logic 
and driving 
theory! 


MANY of us have to deal with older and 
younger brothers or sisters. And what a 
pain they can be! | just so happen to be the 
"younger" sibling, so my view on things may 
be a little biased. 

Family arguments are often like playing 
cards—older siblings generally get to pull the 
"yes but | drove you to meet your friends today" 
card—whereas us younger siblings can pull 
the "well you should have known better" card. 
My apologies if | am not old enough to drive— 
they never seem to understand that if we were 
the older siblings, it would be us driving them 
around. 

Which brings me to driving—I've been 
avidly revising for my driving theory test and | 
have to say some of the questions you get are 
absolutely absurd! 


THE variety of mammals in 
your garden will often depend 
upon your location and the 
environment both in your 
garden and the situation 

in which it is set. Some 
mammals prefer to live close 


consider when deciding if your 
garden is suitable is if there 

is food and water, shelter and 
a suitable place to breed. 
Hibernation points are also 
worth looking at. By being 
able to recognise the tracks 


Spotting tracks is easier 
if there is a sand pit or some 
wet mud close to any natural 
food source. 

Badger tracks are very 
easy to recognise, and are 
kidney-shaped with five 
toes on each and sticking to 
familiar well-worn trails. 

A fox doesn’t stick to 
regular trails and their tracks 
are formed from pads that 
have four toes and the outer 
two are curved into the other 
two inner ones. It walks in a 
very compact manner and its 
tracks will appear as though it 
has been walking on two legs 
instead of four. 

If you live close to water, 
there may be otters nearby. 
Their pads are almost round 
with five toes each and, if the 


the tell-tale webbing between 
each of the individual toes. 

Hedgehog front pads are 
larger than their rear ones and 
each print will always leave 
five claw marks left behind. 

In addition to having 
tracks, a true grasp of the 
types of food the mammal 
consumes and how it rests, 
shelters and what it does in 
the breeding season will also 
help you to identify which 
mammals are either living 
in or passing through your 
garden. 

Many experts can also 
identify mammal droppings 
and look for signs where they 
have dropped food or hair 
along their trail. 

So have a look and see 
what other mammals use your 


and trails of the mammal, ground is very soft, you will 
however, along with its ‘habits’, be able to identify them more 
it is quite easy. easily as you will be able to spot 


to water or near wooded garden. 
areas. However, the three 


things that all mammals will Happy Gardening! 


One question that stuck in my mind was, 
"How do you get a better view of traffic on the 
road you are joining, when there are parked cars 
to your right?" the options were something like 
"make eye contact with other drivers, check your 
interior mirrors, look for cars in the reflection of 
shop windows or get out and check." 

Which one are you supposed to tick? None 
of them seem very logical. | ended up going for 
"checking your interior mirrors" as that seemed 
like the most sensible answer. 

Upon reviewing it, the answer was "check 
for cars in the reflections of shop windows"— 
that has to be one of the most ridiculous things 
I've ever heard! What if you're emerging from 
a junction and there are no shop windows? 
What are you going to do then? Reverse and 
find another route? | guess on a positive note it 
made me laugh! The trick is with these people 
is to just play the game and get into their 
mindset—sometimes the right answers are the 
incredibly stupid ones! 


Don't forget, if you can relate to me on any 
of this then find me on Twitter! 
@RossArrowsmith 
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OXFORD OXFORD Oe 
BROOKES [inci 


UNIVERSITY 


BROOKES 


BRIDGES A GOOD TIME TO FIND 


OUT ABOUT UNIVERSITY 


YEAR 5 pupils from Pegasus and Orchard 
Meadow primary schools visited Oxford 
Brookes University for a ‘University Time 
Capsule’ day! The day aimed to introduce 
the concept of higher education and 
emphasise the idea that everyone has the 
potential to achieve. 

The day’s activities included working 
in teams to win points throughout the day, 
using a university map illustration to learn 


DEGREE-LEVEL QUALIFICATIONS 
ARE CLOSER THAN YOU THINK 


Short bite sized courses for the community 


student. 

Each pupil at the end of their visit was 
presented with a certificate and time 
capsule. A ‘Time Capsule Card’ was placed 
in their capsule, showing what they might 
want to study at university and do asa 
career in the future. 

One pupil from Orchard Meadow 
Primary described the day as “the best 
trip ever!” and another said: “I would like to 


DID you know that over the last 
three years, 18 learners in your 
area have taken the plunge and 
embarked on a foundation degree 
qualification? 

Delivered through a partnership 
between local colleges and Oxford 
Brookes University, more and more 
Blackbird Leys residents are seeing 


Courses we have offered/can offer taught by Oxford Brookes University/partner 
college staff in partnership with community groups include: 


IELTS (International English 
Language Testing Service) courses: 
English Language courses which 
prepare you to take this test required 
for entry to Further Education or HE 


Degree taster courses: 
Early years foundation 


Marketing foundation 
Health and social care foundation 


Study skills modules: brush up your History 


skills to go back into studying Human resource management 


Pre-access tasters: find out about 
how you can access HE opportunities 
as a mature student with few or no 
qualifications 


Introduction to business and 
management (could also include how 
to run and manage a business) 

Basic arts skills 

Project management: the skills and 
tools to manage projects Drawing skills 


Event management: how to organise Tourism and hospitality 


a community event Publishing in the digital age 


Resident research and leadership 
courses: gain confidence and skills to 
campaign and lobby locally 


Community journalism: gain 
confidence and skills to write and set 
up a community newsletter 


For more details, contact 
Sobia Afridi, Oxford Brookes 
Outreach Worker: 

Tel: 01865 484826 

Email: safridi@brookes.ac.uk 


the benefits of returning to study. 
Many learners are choosing to 
study subjects that will help them 
progress in their current careers, 
such as undertaking Foundation 
degrees in Early Years, Business 
or Engineering. Taught locally at 
Abingdon and Witney College, 
Oxford and Cherwell Valley College 
or Ruskin College, these degree- 
level qualifications are offered in 
small class sizes offered by the 


colleges. 


One of the great things about 
foundation degrees are that they 
combine academic study with 
workplace learning, so students 
can continue to work and earn 
while studying. Flexible contact 
hours mean that learners find they 
can fit study around their lives. 


@ So, if you are inspired and 
want to know more, just visit www. 


brookes.ac.uk/college. 


Oxford Brookes University will 


also be at the Leys Fair on 7 


September. 


OXFORD Brookes 
University has been 
working very closely 
with The Oxford 
Academy over the past 
few months. 

A member of the 
Schools and Colleges 
Liaison team has been 
spending one day a week 


in the school, working with 


teachers and students to 
increase knowledge and 
confidence around higher 
education, and hopefully 
raise aspirations. 

As well as Brookes 
generating bespoke 
workshops for the 
pupils of the academy, 
the hands-on support 
has strengthened links 
between the school 
and local universities, 
resulting in an increase 
in take-up from pupils 
participating in existing 
outreach activities. In 
June, 28 year nine pupils 
attended the Brookes 
summer residential 
scheme, taking part 
in a range of activities 
designed to introduce 
pupils to university life, 
including them spending 


Academy pupils get motivated 


the night in halls of 
residence. 

A group of year 
12 pupils attended a 
workshop exploring the 
university process and 
have all been offered one- 
to-one support with their 
applications. Three pupils 
have been shortlisted 
for the Oxford University 
Young Ambassador 
scheme, and a sixth form 
student will be attending 
the Brookes Scientia 
residential in September 


where she will have 
the chance to explore 
Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Maths 
subjects ahead of 
applying to university. 
For the next academic 
year a number of activities 
have been planned, 
including interactive 
workshops for years 
eight and nine, a year 
ten Passport Day, a 
mentoring programme 
for year 11 pupils, and 
a range of practical 


workshops for years 12 
and 13. 

In addition, the 
university has arranged a 
very special visit to take 
place at the beginning of 
the academic year to get 
the year 11s geared up. 

Tim Campbell (above) 
will be speaking to the 
year group to help them 
get motivated, boost 
their confidence and give 
them tips on how to stay 


focussed in their final year. 


: Ethnic Minority 
Business 
Services 


Tyndale House, Second 
Floor, 134b Cowley Road, 
Oxford OX4 1JQ. 


EMBS provides training for 
the unemployed, learning 

services for both adults and 
young people (ages 16-18) 


businesses. 
@ 07865 794431 


Museum of Oxford 
Adult Learning 
Programme: 


The Museum of Oxford offers 

a regular programme of free 
beginners’ workshops for adults 
including an art group, creative 


writing and big issues and debates. 


All are welcome—for more 
information and for a group 
timetable, please contact 
the Community Engagement 
Officer, Antonia Harland-Lang at 
aharland-lang@oxford.gov.uk 
or 01865 252118. 


and business courses for local 


about university life, creating a poster to 
market a university society and going on a 
fun campus tour with an Oxford Brookes 


Could you help run 
a volunteer readin 
scheme for adults: 


READ EASY, which is 

a new charity enabling 

adults who cannot read (or 

who read with difficulty) 

to start reading, is looking 

for helpers to set up a new 

group in Blackbird Leys. 
Most adults who struggle 

with their reading are too 

embarrassed to join a class. 

Read Easy works because 

it gets new readers to 

learn one-to-one with local 


study physics because I’ve always loved 
science and this trip has made me love it 
even more.” 


volunteers. Typically, with 
just two half hour sessions 
a week and using a special 
manual, an adult can learn 
to read in anything from six 
to eighteen months. 

Over the past few years, 
Read Easy has established 
a number of very successful 
groups in different parts of 
the country. It is now looking 
to start a new group this 
autumn in Blackbird Leys. If 


you are interested in helping 
in any way to get this new 
initiative off the ground, 
please contact Kate Rachel, 
the local volunteer who is 
leading the effort. 


m@ Kate can be contacted at: 
addlifetoeachday@yahoo. 
co.uk or on 07710 497297 
You can also find out more 
about Read Easy at: www. 
readeasy.org.uk 


IT courses still 
FREE with BLITZ! 


@ Would you like to 
improve your IT skills? 


ABLE 
CENTRE 


Free courses in 
Maths and English 
Improve your skills and get 


a recognised qualification. 
Able Centre, Blackbird Leys 


@ Would you like 
to improve your 
work prospects? 


Library. = Would you like 
To book a time to come in help to get a Job? 
call 01865728688 
If yes then phone now to 


find out about our courses. 


Life Drawing at 
The Jam Factory 


a a a Do you wanttohelp : | DROP IN TIMES: 
Jam Factory, 27 Park End your community? (FREE access to the 


Street, Oxford OX1 1HU 
@ 01865 244613 


Digital photography: 
introduction 

£50 for five week course. 
Starts Thursday 26 September. 
Oxford Adult Learning, 

The Union, Collins Street, 

OX4 1EE. 

Call 0845 351 0646 


internet for all adults) 


BLITZ is currently looking 
for voluntary teaching 
assistants with basic IT skills 


Monday: 12.30-3pm 
Friday: 12.30-3pm 


For more information call 0 1865 714492 


Blackbird Leys IT Hub 
Leys Linx Centre, Blackbird Leys Community Centre 
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Retro sugar THIS is a twist on retro classic sugar pot covers, they are 
usually lace with beads on the edges. The beads along the 


pot cover 


edges act as weights to hold the lace cover in place over 
the bowl stopping unwanted flies. 


@ | used a piece of 
material and brightly 
coloured beads to 

| make mine. 


@ To make one you 
will need: 

A small piece of 
scrap material 
Some lose beads 
Needle and thread 
A piece of lace 


1. First put your 
sugar bowl upside 

_ down on the piece 

of fabric and draw 

| around with a piece 
of chalk or felt tip 
pen, about two 

' centimetres away 

| from the edge. Cut 
out the circle out. 


2. Carefully tack the 
# edge down and then 
attach the piece of 
lace and add a row 
of beads around the 
Pee edge. 


© 3. Finish by adding 
~} asecond row further 
* apart. 


Art & Craft Fair “* 


«f 


2. Ei 


Saturday 7" September 2013 
10:30 (14:30 


Artwork by Dionne Barber 


Apple Weekend 


for its apples and this 


Music and the 
Deaf Concert 


Oxford Town Hall, Friday 26 
September, 7pm. £10 

An entertaining evening of 
music and song performed 

by Songscope (Witney Young 
Singers), children from local 
primary schools, Oxford Deaf 
Centre choir and other guests. 
All proceeds will go to Music 
and the Deaf, a registered 


of the orchards and and 
taste numerous different 
apple and juice varieties. 
Advice and information 

on apple growing will be 
available too, along with the 
chance to get your mystery 
crop identified. There will 
also be a free ‘From the 
Tree’ country food and craft 
fair. Apple bobbing, a hog 
roast and pottery activities 
perfect celebration of our —_—for children. A great family 
native fruit. Join free tours — day out. 


at Waterperry 


ON Friday 11, Saturday 12 
and Sunday 13 October 
from 10.30am —4pm, 
Waterperry Gardens will 
hold its annual Apple 


Weekend. 
Waterperry is famous 


special weekend is the 


www.waterperrygardens.co.uk Tel: 01844339226 


charity. For tickets and info email 
pamadama@btopenworld.com 
or call 01865 730834. 


m@ Waterperry Gardens, Nr Wheatley, Oxford, OX33 1JZ 


anexhibition of writings ( poctry and prose], by Natty Mark Sapniels 
Celebrating pre-colonial West African Islanic Scholarship 


@ Wolfson Gallery, SOAS (school of Oxenal aio Afton Satter 


Slee oa 11" October 2013 


Eg essen ir Eity mince ns eM Meier Peni Bier 
Natty Mark Sanmels will be giving a reading in the gallery, on 9” October: 7.40-8,40pen 


Ops te SOAS suacuts and Alan Schos guests 


Ruskin College Oxford offers: 
® asecond chance in education, even without qualifications 
the opportunity to learn with other adults 
® plenty of support from tutors 
® a diverse student body committed to equality 
® short courses to prepare for work or study 


Stuy for a qegre® 


i 
previous qualific? ations: 


Want a degree but have no previous qualifications? 

If the answer is YES, then Ruskin College, Oxford is for you! 
For a full list of courses that Ruskin has to offer, visit our website. 
Or to speak to someone, contact: 

T: 01865 759600 E: admissions@ruskin.ac.uk 
For short courses contact: 

T:01865 759625 E: shortcourses@ruskin.ac.uk 


Follow us: 


Ruskin College, 
Ruskin Hall, 
Dunstan Road, 
Old Headington, 
Oxford, OX3 9BZ 


Ruskin College is approved by The Open University as an appropriate organisation to offer 
higher education programmes leading to Open University validated awards. 
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GET YOUR 
DANCING 
SHOES ON! 


Anew series of events for all the family 
will take place from Saturday 26 October 
to Sunday 3 November. 


SLASH 
by Slash with 
Anthony Bozza 


him the Portobello Road 

in London and eventually 
the Sunset Strip in L.A. 
Suffering the emotional 
fallout of his parents’ divorce, 
Slash became a rebellious 
teenager and almost 
became a professional 
BMxX-biker. An adrenaline- 
fuelled BMX police-chase 
across Hollywood is one of 
the more wholesome thrills 
that this book recounts! 


THOUGH the musical 
success of Guns ‘n’ Roses 
is indisputable, with the 
band’s huge popularity in the 
late 1980s and since, there 
is one statement made by 
Slash himself that resonated 
across the entire book for 
this reviewer: “...| couldn’t 
help but realise that almost 
everybody that hung around 
a lot with Guns ‘n’ Roses 
ended up becoming a junkie 
at one time or another.” 


5 pees Excupshver. 
eat) Mares [Dede d Hepeoe, 


fal Th? 


poverty of the young people 
who were to form Guns ‘n’ 
Roses is transformed into a 
kind of rock band elitism by 
the conclusion of the book. 
One aspect of this book 
that | think saves the account 
from being solely a series 
of reports about music 
business bureaucracy, is 
the anecdotal memories of 
youthful excess and silliness 
that are just plain hilarious! 
One of these moments is 
when Slash’s mother helps 
her son with his drunken 
cross-dressing, worn as 
a disguise so that he can 


DANCIN’ OXFORD will join in the 
first ever country-wide initiative 
Family Arts Festival, with a family 
dance week. Events will include 
workshops and performances 
for all ages, inviting toddlers to 
grannies to don their dancing 
shoes and have a go. 

Claire Thompson, Oxford 
City Arts Development Officer 
and Dancin’ Oxford founder said: 
“This initiative is a great idea to 


) get families of all ages connecting 


through the Arts. As many people 
know dance is a fabulous medium 
to connect with other people and 
have fun at the same time’. 


1 @ On Saturday 26 and Sunday 


27 October at 11am and 2pm at 
The Old Fire Station and Pegasus 
Theatre, Wriggle Dance Theatre’s 
show, Once in a Blue Moon, and 
workshops will take place. The 
events are suitable for three to six- 
year-olds year olds and they must 
be accompanied by an adult. 
Tickets: Show £4, Workshops £3, 
Show & Workshop £6 per person. 


@ From Monday 28 October— 

Friday 1 November from 10—12pm 

and 2—4pm at Old Fire Station, 
oelle Pappas leads a week- 

long Family Dance Workshop 

with sessions, both morning and 

afternoon, for five to 11-year-olds 


NEW THEATRE DATE 


and their families. The workshops 
will include live music and the 
opportunity of working with a 
visual artist. 

Tickets: Family tickets per 
morning or afternoon sessions 
£50 (discounts (£40). 


@ On Wednesday 30 October 
from 6pm—8pm at Old Fire 
Station, The English National 
Ballet is in town and offering 

open level ballet workshops for 
12-16 years and for 16 years plus. 
Inspired by the ballet Le Corsaire, 
participants will be able to work on 
core strength and technical ability. 
Tickets: Youth Workshop £10, 
Adult workshop £12. 


@ On Sunday 3 November there 
will be a Dance Workshop at 
11am and 2pm, and a Disco 

at 12pm and 3pm at Pegasus 
Theatre. 

Baby Boogie is back this time 
with the option of getting involved 
with some creative activities. One 
of the most successful Dancin 
Oxford events, Baby Boogie 
offers a Workshop and Disco for 
children five years and younger 
and their families. 

Tickets: Workshop Free, Disco 
Adults £7, children £3. 


One night only for 
Scouting For Girls! 


SCOUTING For Girls, the British 
pop band who six years ago took 
the country by storm with their witty 
lyrics and catchy pop songs, will be 
at The New Theatre, Oxford for one 
night only on 12 November. 

Over the course of three 
sparkling, life-affirming, top ten 
albums Scouting For Girls have 
made the journey from playing pubs 
in Harrow and Ruislip to headlining 
Wembley Arena. 

“It’s still about the songs and only 
about the songs,” muses Greg. “We 
play music for the sake of music, 
not celebrity. If we hadn’t been 
successful, we'd still be rehearsing 
every Friday night at wherever would 
have us.” 

“We're an old school band,” 
continues Roy. “We do everything 
ourselves. These songs on the 
Greatest Hits have really connected 
with people’s lives. People like them 
because they're catchy, uplifting and 
somehow very very British.” 

Tickets are now on sale and can 
be purchased from the New Theatre 
box office on George Street, by 
ringing 0844 871 3020 or by visiting 
our website at www.atgtickets.com/ 
oxford (phone and internet bookings 
subject to booking/transaction fee). 


THE ILLUSIONISTS COME TO OXFORD 


in history, a full view water 
torture escape, The Illusionists: 
Witness The Impossible is a 
magic show like none other 
ever seen before. 

The cast of The Illusionists 
is comprised of the following 
performers: Dan Sperry ‘The 
Anti Conjurer’, Jinger Leigh 
‘The Enchantress’, Andrew 
Basso ‘The Escapologist’, 
Mark Kalin ‘The Gentlemen’, 
Kevin James ‘The Inventor’, 
Jeff Hobson ‘The Trickster’ and 
Philip Escoffey ‘The Mentalist’. 

Each Illusionist is a master 
in their own field, and with the 
help of a world class ensemble 


This autobiography tells * 
of many young lives that ye 
move from broken homes 

to vagrancy, addiction of all 
kinds, disease, depression, 
madness, homelessness 
and frequently: death. 
Once the real-life events 
that helped create Guns 

n’ Roses’ album “Appetite 
for Destruction,” become 
known, this reviewer 
reacted with equal parts 
horror, admiration and dark 
suppressed laughter. 

Born to an Afro- 
American mother Ola, and a 
white Englishman, Anthony 
Hudson, who met in the 
artistic ferment of 1960s 
Paris, this was a family 
that broke away from the 
conventional social mores 
of the 1950s in Britain. 
Slash was quickly shown 
all the artistic hubs of his 
day, his father showing 


SLASH 


SRA ay drt, Bae 


There is a movement in the 
book from naiveté towards 
maturity. Despite an almost 
suicidal pursuit of heroine in 
part of the book, procured 
and injected, regularly 
between sound-checks, 
studio time and shows, 

he is eventually found to 
say in relation to renting 
studios: “I’m a frugal guy 

so that didn’t appeal to me 
at all...” This sometimes 
contradictory nature of 
Slash’s personality is borne 
out by the way that the early 


gain access to a nightclub. 
Also there is Gary Oldman’s 
behaviour during the video 
shoot for “Since | Don’t Have 
You”. The actor dresses as 
the Marquis de Sade saying 
that he is going to row Slash 
across the river Styx as he 
plays his solo in the pouring 
rain and is, we are told, soon 
to be found in rehab! 

There are some cruelly 
broken relationships, near 
death experiences and 
terrifying hallucinations 
caused by drugs, 
incompatible personalities 
and constant touring. For 
fans of a band that shook 
the world of rock and those 
that seek an understanding 
of the power struggle that 
destroyed the original line-up 
of the band forever, this book 
is for you. 


Reviewed by Edward Mason 


ANNOUNCED 
25 SEPTEMBER 


FOLLOWING sell-out runs in 
Sydney and Mexico City, the 
world’s greatest live magic 
show is coming to Oxford. The 
IIlusionists are a collection of 
seven of the finest magicians 
on the planet, who perform 
outrageous, mind bending 
illusions which literally allow 
audiences to witness the 
impossible. The Illusionists: 
Witness The Impossible, a 
show for audiences of all ages, 
will be playing the Oxford New 
Theatre on 25 September, as 
part of its first ever UK tour. 
Simon Painter, Creative 
Director said: “From Dan 
Sperry’s shock illusions to 
comedy magician Jeff Hobson 
to escapologist Andrew 
Basso who performs the 
Houdini inspired underwater 
escape live on stage, there is 


no other group of magicians 
who can deliver the mind- 
blowing entertainment that The 
lllusionists do at every show. 
“We're all very excited to be 
performing in Oxford. We've 
taken this show around the 
world and have played in front 
of some amazing audiences, 
but I’m sure the Oxford crowds 
will be up there with the best of 
them. | hope you're all ready to 
witness the impossible!” 
Having launched in January 
2012, The Illusionists: Witness 
The Impossible has toured the 
world with staggering success. 
Seen by 73,000 people across 
just 17 days in Sydney and 
Mexico City alone, the show 
is currently touring South 
America and will play to packed 
houses in Dubai before coming 
to the UK in September. 
Showcasing jaw dropping 
acts of grand illusion, levitation, 
mind-reading, disappearance 
and for the first time ever 


cast of 20 assistants, they 

will each perform the most 
spectacular, mind blowing acts 
from their hugely impressive 
repertoires. 

This group of world-class 
performers draw influences 
from the showmanship of the 
great illusionists of the past 
such as Harry Houdini, and 
pair it with a new and updated 
contemporary aesthetic, whose 
set and costume design lend 
the genre a theatricality and 
artistry that has rarely been 
seen before. 


@ Tickets are available from: 
Kililive: 0844 871 8803 
www.kililive.com 
www..illusionistslive.com 
www.seetickets.com 
www.ticketmaster.com 
www.eventim.com 
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= So what’s not to like? Well, he or she represent? We don’t elect drawbacks that | can see. One of 
DET for starters, I’m not going to jump football referees, cricket umpires or the drawbacks is cost, though this 
on the bandwagon of those who tennis line judges. We trust them all can be moderated in countries 
A object in principle to the idea to be fully qualified, impartial and like Sweden where their King lives 
F that this infant might eventually fair. So it is with our Sovereigns. as far as possible the life of an 
morph into King George VII. They are qualified (the next King ordinary citizen. 
. E Quite a lot of water has got to will probably have spent at least But republics ensconce their 
By Alan Witton flow under Westminster Bridge the first 70-odd years of his life in Presidents in sumptuous palaces 
before that actually happens. apprenticeship to the job) and we and pay them substantial salaries. 
And it isn’t actually this kid’s fault trust them to uphold the law without And | suspect our Government 
that he’s been born with such an fear or favour. Which is as it should manages to spend in ten minutes 
ostentatious dinner-service of silver _ be. on our armed forces, to name 
spoons in his mouth. No, if there is the germ ofa Pet but one department, a sum 
None of us chooses our Hate maturing in my addled brain, | which would keep the Queen in 
parents, and therefore none of us itis aimed at the minority of people comfortable opulence for a whole 
can be blamed for who they were who take it for granted that a year. 
before we came along. republic is a good thing in principle. The best thing about monarchy, 
But I’m not actually against the | Now, don’t get me wrong; countries in my humble opinion, is the 
idea of hereditary monarchy—the as diverse as the USA, China, opportunities it gives to the press to 
idea that after Queen Elizabeth Il India and France have gone for a spend long hours outside a London 
we have a predictable procession —_ republican constitution, and have hospital waiting for the heir to make 
of Charles III, William V and generally managed to navigate their his first public appearance. And to 
eventually George VII. Provided way around the pitfalls. debate trivia such as whether the 
that the actual government CAREER POLITICIANS Prince's waggling fingers were a 
decisions are made by Ministers first attempt at a V-sign or a fairly 
and a Parliament chosen by Of which the chief one is that the accomplished Royal Wave. 
ourselves, the voters, having anon- head of state is usually a career Both would be entirely 


elected head of state might actually politician, and we may or may not understandable, and to know our 
be beneficial. Without our present _like their policies. But when | heard newborn Prince is already so 
Queen, who would have made the a Belgian MP fulminating that their talented at talking with his hands 


: Pe: necessary decisions to establish new King is an offence against gives me much comfort. No doubt 
I'M WRITING this piece rather of the world’s press, amid the a coalition Government in 2010, in democratic principle, something his Uncle Harry will perfect his 
earlier than usual, so the subject repeated reminders that the the context of a hopelessly hung inside me went ping. OK, sunshine, \-sign, and hopefully the Queen 
matter is one that is fresh in my youngster is third in line to the Parliament? An elected President, | you and whose army want to will take him in hand for the Royal 
memory as | write. The pervasive throne, and the eventual revelation | hear you say? But which party change things? Wave. And he will have plenty of 
image is of two young parents that his full name is Prince George _ would he or she be a member of, Monarchy has a number of chances to use both skills. 
parading their firstborn in front Alexander Louis of Cambridge. and whose political interests would _ benefits, and only one or two 

SS SS SS Se | 


Triceratops 


I 

I 

J The voucher entitles you to join menu of freshly prepared food. This Name: ................00ceeceeeeees I 

WI N Lt Cosmo and his friends at Partyman Monday to Sunday complimentary Ane! I 

A Pp ASS FOR World of Play, Oxford. It provides family pass is valid for any day of One eeerane I 

a fantastic place for families tolet the year saving you up to £22. Name of parent or guardian: ; 

FAMILY FUN! their children have fun and play with Buicuninthisanassarshdsent. 4eses earns 
themed play structures, a football . Sane . 

; a it to Leys News, 26 Kingfisher Phone number: ................-2-020000 ee 
THIS month we have a great prize area, ball cannons, fantastic slides I 
: ; : : Green, Greater Leys OX4 7BX by adress; 
for our budding young artists. Our and a specially designed toddler 15 September. FOSS) cag 2h v2Ge tee eae ta eee dias aa ae 1 


friends at the Partyman World of area for little guests who are under 
Play are giving away aFREE family _ three years of age. You can have a : ee 
pass for two adults and two children. bite to eat from the ever changing Most creative entry Wins! —_ ccc ccc ect t ene eeeeeeees 
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THIS is definitely my favourite time of year. The days of 
garden barbeque parties, sipping cider in a countryside 
beer garden and early morning trips to the sea to spend 
the day surfing and birthday celebrations (happy birthday 
to me!) are slowly drifting away but the joys of winter in 

the form of plaid prints, faux fur, chunky wool accessories 
galore and my personal favourite season for fashion is just 
around the corner! 

It’s all too easy to opt for black and grey colours 
after the feast of bright and pastel tones we've become 
accustomed to over the last few months. Choosing some 
traditional autumnal colours and on trend motifs will give 
you a head start transitioning your wardrobe from summer 
to winter. 

And what of those on trend motifs? It’s a case of 
choosing your favourite critter and wearing it with pride! 
Fine knit jumpers are awash with foxes, owls, wolves and 
stags while burgundy reds, rusty browns and neutral beige 
will be the colour palette to work with. The maroon fox print 


Teen choice 
awards 


IN MY opinion this month’s best dressed 
celeb is Kate Hudson who wore a white 
below the knee Antonio Berardi on the 
Tonight Show with Jay Leno. 

The annual Teen Choice Awards 
honoured the year’s biggest achievements 
in music, sport, movies, television and 
fashion, voted by teenagers aged 13-19. 
The winners received an authentic full 
sized surf board. 

My favourite looks from the show are 
Chloe Mortez wearing an of the shoulder 
knee length black dress with red, blue, 
white and yellow elastic panels from 
Christopher Kane’s resort 2014 collection 
and black Jimmy Choo heels. She looked 
bright and colourful when she walked 
down the blue carpet to attend the awards. | 
Another great outfit was Selena Gomez 
wearing a forest green double side slit 
dress by Cushnie et Ochs. Turquoise Neil 
Lane earrings that stood out on the blue 
carpet and nude high heeled Nicholas 
Kirkwood pumps completed her look. 


Woodland or wild? 


sweater (1) is just £10 from George at ASDA and the cream 
knit (5) is from Tu at Sainsbury's for around £20. Wear both 
with your favourite jeans or black leather for an edgier look. 

Oh My Love is a new East London fashion label for 
confident girls with an eclectic and cool sense of style. 
Celebrity fans include Perrie Edwards and Leigh-Anne 
Pinnock from Little Mix, Michelle Keegan and Millie 
Mackintosh. The label has its own e-store as well as being 
stocked on ASOS and Topshop making it set to be our 
new go to place for trendy, affordable pieces with a trendy, 
individual twist. Make your first purchase this versatile 
feather print skater skirt (6). Pair with a plain tee while 
the sun is still shining and then swap for a motif sweater, 
opaque tights and boots for autumn. 

Feisty attitudes will be pleased to know that wild 
leopard and zebra prints are back in and are a great 
wardrobe staple as the warm colours will inject some life 
into a dreary winter wardrobe and the print really does go 
with anything! This George at ASDA dress (4) is a perfect 
example of a piece to where anywhere at any time and 
is just £20. You'll be wearing this one until next spring. 
Misguided does a red leopard print tee-shirt for £11.99 
which is an instant updater. 

Subtly work the wildlife look with simple accessories 
like this bangle (2) from budget accessories brand Pieces 
(£3.99) or bird studded belt (3) from Accessorize (£12). 


Colour block dress from River Island £50 
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Boutique make-up launches 
at Sainsbury’s 


rl 


NOTHING sets my mind buzzing quite like new 
make-up, particularly make-up as pretty as this 
new collection from Sainsbury's. This September 
Sainsbury's launch Boutique: a make-up line which 


promises premium quality colour, easy application 
and staying power. The collection includes nail 
polishes, eye shadows, lipstick and lip glosses 
which create the perfect capsule make-up bag in 
fun and wearable shades. 

Boutique make-up ambassador and co- 
creator Jo Saville says “Boutique was created 
for the everyday woman but as a result of testing 
the products, we found industry insiders were 
choosing to include the products in their make-up kit 
because of their fantastic quality’, a highly promising 
testament especially considering prices range 
between £4 for eye-shadows and £7 for lipsticks— 
what a winner. | haven't left the house without the 
dusky pink lip gloss in ‘Mums the word’ since it 
landed on my desk! 


acess) OXFORDSHIRE 
SV COUNTY COUNCIL 


ot Seu! olin) 


Is your electric 
blanket safe? 


Get a free 
safety check 
before you 
use your 
blanket this 
winter at: 


Oxford 7 October 
Oxford 21 October 


To book your safety check appointment call 0845 051 0845 option 4 


or email: communityengagement@oxfordshire.gov.uk 
Pre-booked appointments only on a strictly first come first served basis 
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WHAT'S ON 


in the Leys 


ADVICE 


@ Agnes Smith Advice Centre 


Gives free independent and 


impartial advice. Drop-in sessions 


are in the centre on Mondays 
2.00-—4.00pm and Fridays 
10.00am-12.00pm. 

Also in the Farmhouse on 
Tuesdays and Thursdays at 
10am-12pm. 

@ 01865 770206 


Leys Job club 

Free one to one support 
for unemployed job 
seekers (you don’t need 
to be receiving benefits). 
Help offered with CV, 
application forms, 

advice about courses, 
apprenticeships and 
volunteering. Also free 
workshops in Food Safety, 
first aid, IT, English, Maths 
and ESOL. 

@ Judith, 07769 235 395 
Leysjobclub@gmail.com 


CHILDREN 


BLAP: Afterschool club 
Outdoor and indoor activities 
for yrs 8-13 in a structured 
environment. 3.00-5.30pm. 
£1 per session (5 sessions £4) 
@ 07530933690 

and 01865 236646 


CLASSIFIEDS 


Reach new customers in your local area with a Leys News Classified 
ad. Advertise your business from as little as £10 per issue (when 
booking for 12 months). To book your space ring John on 01865 711756 


CRAFTS 


WITNEY SEWING AND 
KNITTING CENTRE 

We are a family run business 
whose aim is to provide 
customers with a friendly and 
efficient service for all their sewing 
and knitting needs. 

We have an extensive range of 
haberdashery and provide repair 
and maintenance services. 


61 High St, Witney OX28 6JA 
@ 01993 702772 


HEATING 


HOT ON! 


HEATING SPARES 
— 


TOU CAN 
We supply gas, oil, water and 
commercial heating spares in the 
uk and abroad to customers all 
over the world! 
Tel: 01865 779925 
Fax: 01865 748035 
Mob: 07821530828 
info@hotonheatingspares.co.uk 
www.hotonheatingspares.co.uk 


ELECTRICIANS 


Calvin Pennant 

71 Long Lane, Oxford OX4 3TN 
@ 07960 328170 

Hawtin Electrical 

@ 07811 401279 
jameshawtin@hawtin-electrical.co.uk 
www.hawtin-electrical.co.uk 


Dovecote Afterschool Club 
Tuesdays—Thursdays, 3.15- 
5.00pm, £1.30 per session. 
@ 01865 712299 & 
07974234661 


@ Breastfeeding Café 
Mondays, 1.00pm-2.00pm 
at Leys Children’s Centre, 
Cuddesdon Corner. 

@ Camille, 0789 995 8316 


Blackbird Leys Road. Variety of 
activities and advice for young 
people. @ 01865 772886. 


@ Maluchy group 

for Polish speaking families 
with children ages 0 to 5 years. 
Saturday, 10.00am-11.30am, at 
Pegasus School. 

@ Agata, 07874 187 704 


Brownies: 
Thurs, Holy Family Church Hall. 
@ Jennifer Pleass 07886 757338 


@ 35th Oxford Scout Group 
@ Duncan Bowler, 

0776 6293353 
duncan@35thoxford.com 


Rainbows 

For girls aged 5 to 7. 

Fridays during term time, 
5.30-6.30pm, at the Holy 
Family Church Hall on 
Cuddesdon Way. 
@Alexandra, 07804 500313. 


CLEANING 


Solo Assist Domestic Cleaning 
Services 

(including end of tenancy). 

@ Marilyn on 01865 308067 

or 07990 630332 


CARERS 


Acquire Care 
Oxford Science Park, OX4 4GP 
Tel: 01865 338050 


CHILDMINDING 


Arar Childminding 
ararchildminding@gmail.com 
@ 07417 439520 


GARSINGTON BABY AND 
TODDLER GROUP 

Needs new children to come and 
join the fun! 

Wednesdays 9.30-11.30am(term 
time only) 

@ Garsington sports &social 
club(on Denton Lane) 

£1.50per family(includes drinks 
and snacks) 

Everyone is welcome 

@ Jess 07930957654 


COMPUTERS 


Friendly Computer Support 
@ 01865 469069 

& 07884 318 464 
efaria@gmx.co.uk 


FAST/TAKEAWAY FOOD 


Chillies Indian Cuisine 
Dunnock Way, OX4 7EX 
%@ 01865 775849 


@ Blackbird Leys Youth Centre 


please ring 


@ Leys Kiddie Club 
Thursdays, 9.30am—2.30pm, at 
Dovecote Family Drop-in Room. £1. 


@ Oxfordshire (The Rifles) 
Battalion Army Cadet Force 
Thursdays, 7.30-9.30p at Sandy 
Lane West. Boys and girls ages 
13 to 18. 

@ 01869 259681 


@ Mother and Toddler 
Bounce 

Trampoline Sessions suitable 
for mothers and toddlers held 
on Thursdays, 10.30-11.30am. 
Blackbird Leys Leisure Centre. 
@ Fiona, 07891 419793 


@ Strawbery Fayre 
Majorettes 

Training every Wednesday at 
the Barn in Nightingale Avenue, 
Greater Leys, 7.00-9.15pm. 

@ Eleen Filer 01865 717781 


Tiny tots majorettes 


Wednesdays, from 6—6.45pm. £3. 
New members welcome. 
@ Eleen Filer 01865 717781 


@ Teenage Rounders Class 
Tuesdays, 4.00-5.00pm 

£1.20. For 14-18 year olds 
Blackbird Leys Leisure Centre 


Dominos Pizza 

57 Between Towns Rd, OX4 3LR 
@ 01865 777137 

Papa John’s Pizza 

80 Rose Hill, Oxford, OX4 4HS 
@ 01865 402050 


Pizza Hut 

3 Courtlands Rd, Rose Hill, 
OX4 4HS 

@ 01865 236116 

Pizza Polo 

34 Cowley Rad, Littlemore 
OX4 4LD 

@ 01865 425630 


FLORISTS 


Joe Austin 
174 Cowley Road, OX4 6NQ 
@ 01865 792037 


GARDENS 


The Garden 

99-100 The Market, Ox1 3YD 
@ 01865 240709 

Acorn Nursery 
Stadhamptom, Oxford 

@ 01865 891663 


Oxford Garden Centres 
South Hinksey, OX1 5AR 
@ 01865 326066 


Pathway Workshop 
Dunnock Way, OX4 7EF 
@ 01865 714111 


Wyevale Garden Centre 
Suthern-By-Pass, Oxford 
@ 01865 326066 


At the Barn in Nightingale Avenue, 


A quick guide to what’s 
available locally. If you 
have a service or event 
you'd like to include, 


01865 711756 


EDUCATION 


#@ Able Centre 
Free courses in Maths and English. 
@ Nicky, 01865 728688 


H Blitz IT Courses 

IT for beginners, internet, 
email, file management, PC 
maintenance and more. 

@ 01865 714492 


Blackbird Leys Library 
Cuddesdon Way. 

Books, DVDs, audio books, 
use of computers for adults and 
children, photocopying, reading 
group, holiday activities. 


Opening times: 
Mon, Wed, Thur: 9am-12pm 


and 1.30-5pm 

Tue: 9am—12pm 

Sat: 9.30am-12.30pm 
Friday Closed 


LEISURE 


@ Irish dancing. 
Sacred Heart Hall. Weds and 
Thurs, 5pm. 


@ Boxing Club. 

Tues and Thurs 7.30-9.00pm, 

at Youth Centre, Blackbird Leys Rd. 
@ Tony Gibson, 01865 432995 
@ The Oxford Community 


Choir. All welcome. 
%@ Hannah, 07512 364367 


Blackbird Leys 
Swimming Pool 
Blackbird Leys Road. 
General swimming times are: 
Mon & Fri, 5.45-6.45pm; 

Sat & Sun, 11.145am-1.00pm, & 
1.30-2.30pm 

Prime Time for over 50s: 
Mon, 12-1.00pm; 

Wed, 11.30-12.30pm 

Water Workout: 

Tue and Fri, 12-1.00pm 


Slimming World 
Thurs, 12-1.00pm 


@ 01865 467040 
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BBL Leisure Centre 
Zumba: 

Mondays, 10.30-11.30am 
Body Balance: 

Tuesdays, 11.00-12.00pm 


Legs, Bums, Tums: 
Wednesdays, 10.15-11.15am 


Body Pump: 

Thursdays, 9.30-10.30am 
Pilates: 

Thursdays, 10.30-11.30am 
Boxercise: 

Fridays, 10.30-11.30am 


Overs 50s indoor cycling: 
Mondays, 11.30-12.15pm 


please call:01865 429166 
Email: petedalton2000@ 
googlemail.com 


FOR SALE 


LITTLE STEPS CLOTHING 
Children/ babies fashion 

clothing at low prices. 
Littlestepsclothing.co.uk 


Full set of Golf Clubs with trolley 
plus pair of golf shoes size 9. 
@ Dave, 01865 775365 


Elap invalid car seat for easy/ 
exit. Fits medium four door car. 
Cost new £500 sell nearest £150. 
Possible to deliver. 

@ 01865 774526 or 07570 894483 


Start your own business 

with Neals Yard Remedies. 

For more info call Katie 395960 
kches2001@yahoo.com 


HAIRDRESSERS 


Hair & Body Shop 
Ozone Park, Grenoble Rd, 
OX4 4XP 

@ 01865 775817 


PERSIA HAIR DESIGN 
Professional, experienced in 
threading eyebrow/full face. 
Beauty treatments, holistic 
therapy and hairdressing 

20 Florence Park Rd, Cowley, 
Oxford OX4 3PH 

@ 01865 777059 
www.persiahairdesign.co.uk 


hannahsings@gmail.com @® 01865 467020 
PETE'S GARDENING SERVICES MOBILE HAIRDRESSER 
ies eens Qualified, Professional, 
in your garden 


Experienced. Great Results 
Ladies cut & blowdry... £15.00 


Menisicut tiene mere er ce: £8.00 
GChilldrentees seer £6.00 
Perms (including cut) ..... £38.00 
Highlights ....... from £38.00 


(including cut) 
@ Jenny, 01865 776777 
& 07501 787 123 


Beyond Hair & Beauty 
94 Blackbird Leys Rd, OX4 6HS 
@ 01865 778709 


HEALTH & BEAUTY 


ZUMBA 

FITNESS PARTY 
Tuesdays, 6.30-7.30pm at 
The Oxford Academy School, 
Sandy Lane West. 

Party Yourself into Shape! 
Latin inspired dance fitness. 
£5 per class (five classes ina 
row for price of four!) 


Wiggle & Giggle yourself fit! 


@ 07714 248177 
zumbasarahoxford@gmail.com 
www.zumbasarahoxford.com 


Phyllida Chappell 

Holistic Therapist. 

1 Forget-me-not Way, Ox4 7ZD 
@ 01865 749220 
phyllidachappell@yahoo.com 
www.holistictherapistoxford.co.uk 


Bathe in Beauty 

The Ozone Health and Fitness 
Club, Kassam Stadium 

@ 01865 335300 
www.batheinbeauty.co.uk 


September 2013 


Blackbird Leys 
Bowls Club 
Cuddesdon Way 

The Club is looking for new 
members. Open night every 
Thursday from 6.00pm 

For further details contact: 

@ David Buckwell, 01865 881735 
or Gordon Roper, 01865 361047 


OLDER PEOPLE 
@ Prime Time Over 50s 
group 
Wednesdays, 10.30am-3.30pm, 
at Blackbird Leys Leisure Centre, 
Pegasus Road (£1.50). Keep fit, 
bingo, indoor bowls, speakers, 
activities and trips. 
@ 07534 740589 


H Golden Circle 
@ Mrs S Williams, 01865 770626 
and 07748 999522 


@ Silver Circle 
@ 435954 (Blackbird Leys 
Community Centre) 


@ Monday & Friday Lunch 
Club 

Frys Court, 2 Nightingale Avenue 
Ox4 7Wd. 

@ Anne Appleton, 422231 


@ Leys Community Church 
Over 60s Club 

Wednesday afternoons. 

@ Keith Templar, 715815 


@ Grandparents’ Stay & Play 
Bring your grandchildren to the 
Leys Childrens Centre drop-in, 
specially for grandparents. Weds 
1-3 pm at the Dovecote. 


The Clockhouse 
see box on 
opposite page 


PROPERTY 


PLUMBERS 


Roy Barrett 
154 Herschel Cres, OX4 3TY 
@ 01865 242641 


Safe Heating & Plumbing 
37 Druce Way, OX4 6TJ 
@ 01865 772303 


TAXIS 
ABC 
70A Hollow Way, OX4 2NH 


@ 01865 597029 


Air Link Oxford 
24 Vicarage Close, OX4 2NH 
@ 01865 434040 


Oxford Cars 

Regus, 7200 The Quorum, 
OX4 21Z 

@ 01865 406070 


WINDOW CLEANERS 


MRF 
37 Green Hill, OX4 7UD 
@ 01865 777889 


Taylors Windows 
Greater Leys 
@ 01865 773486 
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WELLBEING @ The Listening Centre 
Counselling service based at 
Oxfordshire Mind Cuddesdon Corner Family Centre. 
Short courses, groups and other | @ 01865 794794 
support are available for anyone | mw Survivors 
with a mental health problem. Fridays and Saturdays, Blackbird 


To find out more drop in to the 
Cowley Wellbeing Centre in St 
James’ Hall, 26 Between Towns 
Road. 


@® 01865 247788 working t 


#@ Skiptrix Fitness Class 


ilable for £1. 
Get fit, tone and lose weight. eva 
Thursdays, 6.30—-7.15pm at the @ 07729581975 
Ark T Centre, Cowley. @ Yoga For All 
Satudays, 10-10.45am at the Experienced Yoga teacher. 


Barn, BBLeys. £4.00 per class. 
@ Trish, 07957754355 
trishwisdom@yahoo.co.uk 


Tai Chi & Qigong 
Class every Thursday morning 
9.45-10.45am. United 
Reformed Church, top of 
Cowley Road. Gentle exercise 
suitable for all ages and abilities. 
£5 & £6. First class half price. 
@ 07974185554 


Academy 


01865 71 
officema 


Leys Community Centre. 
9.30am-3.30pm. A self-help 
group of people who use or have 
used Mental Health Services, 


for, to share experiences. Lunch 


@ Linda Highland, 01865 432570 


@ ZUMBA Fitness Party 
Tues, 6.30-7.30pm at The Oxford 


@ 07714 248177 
zumbasarahoxford@gmail.com 
www.zumbasarahoxford.com 


@ To have your events 
listed please call 


ogether to get support 


School, Sandy Lane West. 


1756 or email: 
nager@leysnews.co.uk 


The clockhouse Community Centre 
Long Ground, Greater Leys, OX4 7FX (look for the clocks on the roof) 
@@ 01865 395908 E: clockhousecdi@btconnect.com 


Our sessions are either low-cost or free, 
and all Leys over 50s are very welcome! 


@ Gardening club 

Monthly meeting of SLIGO (Senior Leys 
Independent Gardening Organisation), 
first Thursday of each month, at 2pm. 
£2 per meeting. Adults of all ages very 
welcome. 


Next meeting: Thursday 5 September: 
Spindleberry—our local Nature Reserve. 
Talk by Judy Webb, Oxford Parks 
Department. 


Day Trip: Whichford Pottery and 
Evesham. Wednesday 11 September. 
Coach pick-ups from the Clockhouse, 
Blackbird Leys Road bridge and Cowley 
Shopping Centre. £20 non-members, 
£15 SLIGO members. Advance booking 
with payment essential. Tel: 395908. 


@ Over 50s advice 

FREE monthly, confidential, advice on 
benefits, debt, housing and consumer 
issues. Outreach session at the 
Clockhouse, by Agnes Smith Advice 
Centre. To book an appointment please 
tel: 01865 395908. 

Next date: Monday 30 September, 
10am-12.30pm. (12-12.30pm is ‘drop- 
in— no appointment needed). 

m@ Games club for over 50s 


Enjoy playing dominoes, scrabble or a 
wide choice of other games, with this 


friendly and sociable group. Games Club 


starts Monday 16 September. The club 
will then run every Monday afternoon 
until 7 October. 

All sessions 1.30 to 3.30pm. £1. 


Socialist Party 
Meeting 
Last Tuesday of every 
month at Leys Links 
Centre,Blackbird Leys 
Road. Starts 7.30pm 
Contact: 
0208 9888777 


NOTICES 


Leys Community Market 


COME and enjoy shopping with a dierence! Freshly 
grown and home produced goods... from local 
veg, chutneys, cheeses and bread, to jewellery, 
perfumes, hand crafted gifts and more. Enjoy a tasty 
lunch/brunch in the café. 

Next date at the Barn, Nightingale Avenue: 
Saturday 21 September 


leyscommunitymarket@yahoo.com 


Blackbird Leys Allotment Association have 
vacant plots to rent on Kestrel Crescent site 
and Sorrell Road site. 

A 10 pole plot costs £23.00 per year and a five pole costs 
£11.50. Pensioners receive a 10% discount. 


Call Reg Curnock, 454524 
email r.curnock@ntlworld.com 


CALLING ALL 
SPORTSMEN 

AND WOMEN! 
Would you like your 
sporting achievements 
featured in Leys News? 


@ Welcome event tea 

and cakes 

New to the Leys CDI Clockhouse Project? 
Or not been for a while? Meet others and 
find out more, at these FREE, friendly 
socials. For everyone aged 50 and over, 
living on the Leys. We run lots of great, 
low-cost activities. 

Next Welcome Tea: Thursday 19 
September, 2.00-3.30 pm. 


@ Line dancing for over 50s 

Monthly dances. No partner needed, 
beginners very welcome. Next one: 
Monday 9 September, 1.30 to 3 pm. £2, 


@ City Council—Councillors’ Surgery 


Drop-in session to meet your local city 
councillors and discuss any concerns. 


No appointment needed. First Monday of 


the month (except Bank Holidays) at the 
Clockhouse, 6.30-7.30pm. 


@ Yoga for over 50s 


Seated/standing exercise, and relaxation. 


Beginners welcome. Every Tuesday 
starting 10 September - 10-11 am. £2. 


YOUR LOCAL REPRESENTATIVES 


# Parish Council 


Chairman: Gordon Roper 


@ 01865 779678 


m@ Rae Humberstone —Labour 
75 Little Bury, Blackbird Leys. 


Council 


— Oxfordshire County 


LOCAL 


@ Church of the Holy Family 
Eucharist; Each Sunday, 10am, with 
children’s activities. 


Timeout: Reflective worship. Most 
Sundays, 6.30pm. 


bank holidays) at 6.30- 7.30pm. For 
enquiries, hall bookings, wedding 
arrangements. 


and prayer. Wednesdays at 7.30pm. 
@ Revd Heather Carter, 01865 
778728 & Rev Adam Stevenson, 
01865 714163 
www.holyfamilybbl.co.uk 


Road. 
Sunday Service: 3-6.00pm 


last Friday of month. 


www.RCCGLighthouse.co.uk 


@ Singing for fun for over 50s 

Think you can’t sing?—we bet you can! 
No pressure, or reading music, just relax 
and enjoy singing in good company. 
Aimed primarily at people living in and 
near the Leys.Tuesday afternoons, 
starting September 2013. Please tel: 
395908 for details. 


@ Crafts group for over 50s 
Wednesdays 11am-12.30pm. Bring your 
knitting, crochet, or sewing and have a 
natter. Beginners very welcome. £1. 


= New interests for Autumn: 
Creative writing, recycled 
jewellery-making and watercolour 
painting 

We are hoping to offer low-cost 
sessions in each of these activities, in 
venues on the Leys, aimed primarily at 
Leys area over-50s. 

Please contact Sally tel: 395908 if you'd 
like to try any of these interests. 
Beginners will be very welcome. 


CHURCHES 


Church Office Hour: Mondays (except 


Fellowship for Bible: Study, discussion 


@ Redeem Christian Church of God 
Meets at the Leisure Centre, Pegasus 


Bible study on Fridays: 7-8pm, except 
@ 07825 679044 and 01865 766056 
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m@ Leys Community Church 

Meets on Sunday, 11am at the Oxford 
Academy, Beecroft Room (includes 
special activities for children and young 
people). 

@ Chipper and Anna Betts, 07985 
982804 


@ Chrisco Ministries 

Meets at Jack Agent Room at the 

BBL Community Centre, Sundays, 
11am-2pm 

@ 07533 845714 and 07737 564677 
@ Sacred Heart Catholic Church 
Balfour Road, Blackbird Leys 

Sunday Masses: 9.30am, with music 
and children’s liturgy; and at 6.00pm. 
@ 01865 776903 


@ Christian Harvest Ministries 
Meets at the Jack Argent Room at 

BBL Community Centre, Sundays, 
3-5.30pm 

@ Rev Alice Kinyanjui, 01865 701129 


Seventh Day Adventist Church 

1A Chester St, off Iffley Road, Oxford 
OX4 1SL. 

Saturday First Service: 9.45am —-11am. 
Second Service: 11.145am-12.30pm. 
Bible quiz plus free bible. 
www.freebible.org.uk 


@ Tai chi for over 50s 

Seated and standing exercise to help get 
more supple, and boost energy. (Starts 
12 September) Thurs 10-11am. £2. 


™@ Computer courses for over-50s 
Complete beginners very welcome. 
Improve your digital photography skills, 
or how to make DVDs and calendars. £1 
per session. You need to book a place. 
For more info call 07951149724. 


@ Evening activities group 

Join the CLANGers (Clockhouse Activity 
Nights Group) at our friendly evening 
socials. Adults of all ages welcome! Next 
meeting: QUIZ NIGHT on Wednesday 
25 September - 7-9 pm. Tel: 395908 for 
details, or just turn up on the night. 


= Community Gardening 

Adult volunteers of any age are 
needed and welcome, to help keep the 
Clockhouse courtyard garden looking 
beautiful. For details call: 395908. 


cllrhumberstone@oxford.gov.uks Leys & Lye Division 


# Val Smith —Labour 

4 Flaxfield Road, OX4 6QD 

@ 07767 446051 
val.smith@oxfordshire.gov.uk 


Vice Chair: Mrs Ann Booker 
Non-position holders: Tanya 
Prescott, Chris Hatton, Brian Lester, 
Cyril Martin, Mrs Sheila Smith, Pat 
Stannard 


Val Smith and Rae Humberstone will 
be doing street surgeries every other 
week. They can also visit people in 
their homes—ring or email to make 
arrangements. 


S & R CHILDS 


FUNERAL SERVICES 
Managed by the third generation of Childs family. 


@ Richard Stevens —Labour 

Flat 6 Eaton Court, Water Eaton Road, 
Oxford OX2 7QT 

@ 07725 353031 
richard.stevens@oxfordshire.gov.uk 


For further details telephone 01865 
716943 during office hours of 9am— 
5pm, Monday to Friday. Send mail 
to Parish Council, 13 Bailey Road, 
Oxford, OX4 3HU. 


Northfield Brook Ward 


m@ Steve Curran —Labour 

88 Fairacres Road, Oxford, OX4 1TG 
® 07941 785538 
StephenCurran55@yahoo.co.uk 


142 Chford Road 
Cowley 
Oxford 


OXd 2EA 
| Tel: 01865 T1007 


1 Courtland Koad 4 Elms Parade 
Rosehill Botley 
Oxford OXF dN = Onfond OXF LG 
Tel: 01565 772780 | Tel: (1865 25464 


PRareaaey Hie 

#7 London Road 
Headington 

Oxford OXF SAA | 


Also check leysonline.net to find out 
about Parish Council Meetings. = Member of Parliament 
@ Scott Seamons —Labour 
Flat 14, 113 Oxford Rd, OX4 2GY 
@ 07910 595047 


cllrsseamons@oxford.gov.uk 


Member of Parliament for Tek Q1B65 427272 


Oxford East 


@ Andrew Smith —Labour 
Unit A, Bishops Mews, 
Transport Way, Oxford OX4 6HD 
@ 01865 595790 
andrewsmith.mp@virgin.net 


@ Oxford City Council 


Blackbird Leys Ward 


# Val Smith —Labour 

4 Flaxfield Road, OX4 6QD 
@ 07767 446051 
valsmith@gmail.com 

or cllrvsmith@oxford.gov.uk 
(her city councillor entry) 


1) The Parade 
Ohoford Koad 
Kidlington (45 1EE 
Tel: (1865 Jes 


Steve Curren and Scott Seamons 
have a surgery at 6.30pm on the 
first Monday of the month at the 
Clockhouse. 


wwwerchilds.couk infoaanchilds.comk 
We apecialiae in repatriation bo and trom the LK 


Surgery: Every third Friday at the 
Blackbird Leys Leisure Centre from 
3.00pm 


Fart of Dignity ple. A British Company 
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OXFORD WHEELS OF GORY 


By Nic Marlow 


been handpicked for the 
Men’s European Roller 
Derby Team; needless to 
say, nearly all of us were a 
little star struck to have him 


™ come and show us some 


SOME people spend their 
summer holidays on the 
beach, relaxing by the pool 
with a good, albeit slightly 
trashy, book...but us? Busy 
bees, the lot of us! 

Some of our girls went 
down to Cheltenham 
last month to play in an 
opening scrim for Severn 
Roller Torrent, in an epic 
battle of Dinosaurs vs 
Unicorns! We were split up 
and fought each other, our 
own Hillacious Pain being 
on the winning Dinosaur 
Team, showing us that T 
Rex still roams among us. 
Eeek! 

In mid-August, we 
had the amazing Henry 
the sk8th come to be our 
Guest Coach—he has 


moves. It’s like he was born 
on wheels! We blocked, 
we jammed, we fell over 
again and again, and most 
of us were walking like 
John Wayne for the day 
after! He did a great job of 
pushing us that bit extra 
to motivate us. All of this 
was in preparation for our 
participation in Coventry 
City Derby Dolls Open 
Door Bout on 25 August. 
This was the first bout that 
they have hosted and we 
were thrilled when they 
asked us to come and 
match them for their first 
time. Teams were formed, 
skate out songs chosen, 
tactics discussed and it all 
culminated in a superb day 
with them. We will definitely 
be extending the favour 
sometime soon to them. 
You can come and watch! 
We are also looking 
forward to going back 
down to Cheltenham on 
7 September for the next 
instalment of the Heartland 
Series; Oxford Roller Derby 
vs Wolverhampton Honour 


Rollers and Vendetta 
Vixens vs Severn Roller 
Torrent. It is going to be a 
brilliant day of Roller Derby 
and these girls are pretty 
evenly matched—we will 
be on the edge of our seats 
the whole time, | bet! Good 
Luck to the girls playing, we 
will be cheering from the 
crowd! 

Our Fresh Meat Intake 
is still on going, and we 
have had some really lovely 
girls join the team to swell 
the ranks even bigger. They 
are really giving it their all 
and throwing themselves 
into it whole heartedly 
and we can see them 
progressing at such a pace. 
Our coaches are smiling all 
the time at how well we are 
all doing, which is always 
nice to see and hear. 

We are always recruiting 
newbies and would love it if 
more people came along to 
see what we do and maybe 
feel daring and throw ona 
pair of skates—its great fun 
and everyone on the team 
will be happy to talk to you 
and help! 


Love, Hugs and Derby 
Shoves! 


@ CONTACT DETAILS: 07879217098 
oxfordwheelsofgory@yahoo.co.uk www.oxfordwheelsofgory.co.uk 


D L HANCOCK LID 


Funeral Directors & Monumental Masons 


Established 19 years and still independent 


WE ARE NOW OXFORD’S ONLY 


INDEPENDENT FAMILY FUNERAL DIRECTOR 


A caring traditional 24 hour service 
provided by Mr. Hancock and his team personally 


St a ae 


Serving Oxford and all Surrounding Areas 


i 


Private Chapel Of Rest 


Set Ge er or 


Mercedes Fleet of Funeral Cars 


fi hyiermber of 


The Miabicwial 4Asacintion 


Tel: 01865 767780 (24 Hrs) 


Of Pune ral Darechors 


Perfect Choice 


Funeral Plans 


126 London Road, Headington, 
OXFORD OX3 9ED 


www.dlhancock.co.uk 


September 2013 


TOP OF THE LEAGUE 


FOR AFC HINKSEY 


AFC HINKSEY bounced back 
from their mid week loss, to 
Henley Town with a 3-1 win at 
Penn and Tylers Green, that 
put them top of the Hellenic 
Leagues Division One East. 

Hinksey started brightly 
and forced Penn back into their 
own half for long spells. Penn 
had the rare foray forward but 
the returning Toby Webster 
and Daniel Warne were rocks 
at the back, helped either side 
by Tyrone Brackett and Ben 
Willoughby, right and left backs 
respectively. 

Hinksey were cutting 
through Penn’s midfield with 
ease and could quite easily 
have run away with the game 
in the first 25 minutes but were 
struggling to thread the final ball 
through. 

As the pressure mounted 
Penn conceded a corner which 
was delivered in by Dene! 
Thomas. The towering Webster 
won a flick on which fell to 
Hinksey’s fox in the box Anaclet 
Odhiambo who thumped the 
ball into the back of the on the 
volley from the edge of the six 
yard box, to give his side a well 
earned lead. 

Hinksey continued to 
dominate for a small period but 
Penn were starting to feel their 
way back into the game. They 
forced their way into gaining 
a corner which even after two 


attempts Hinksey failed to clear 
properly and when the ball fell 
to Rikki Tagoe-Gilbert at the 
edge of Hinkseys penalty area, 
he drove the ball through a 
melee of players and passed 
Jon Beames to bring the sides 
level. 

This rattled Hinksey and for 
the final 20 minutes of the first 
half Penn enjoyed the majority 
of the possession and could 
quite easily have taken the lead 
but the Bulls showed character 
and held out until the half time 
whistle. 

The second half saw 
Hinksey come out more 
vibrant after their team talk 
and seemed to have the spark 
they started the game with. 
Within ten minutes of the restart 
Hinksey re-took the lead when 
a quick free flowing break saw 
Jack Dunmall slip a ball across 
the box to Jelroy Constant who 
slammed the ball into the back 
of the net to ensure that his side 
gained the lead again. Hinksey 
took the game by the scruff 
of the neck now and took the 
game to the Buckinghamshire 
side. Julian McCalmon and 
Adam Doyle controlled the 
centre of the park and Thomas 
and Constant were causing 
havoc down the wing aided 
by Brackett and Willoughby’s 
willingness to overlap them. 
With 15 minutes to go another 


@ Free expert advice 


Oxfordshire Smoking Advice Service 
supporting people through the process of quitting 


Hinksey player, Kieran Davis 
was bought on to signal his 
return from suspension. 
Hinksey continued to dominate 
and caused Penn to retreat 
and set up camp in their own 
half. With a few minutes to go 
Thomas went on a surging run 
forward, supported either side 
by his strikers Dunmall and 
Odhiambo. As he came to Alex 
Sethi he scooped the ball over 
the top of him and ran onto his 
own pass which he collected 
on the bounce he then doubled 
back on himself creating a 
massive space for Dunmall to 
run onto the ball Thomas slid 
through to him. 

As Dunmall ghosted past 
one defender he entered the 
box and as keeper Matthew 
Cannings came out to narrow 
the angle Dunmall’s quick 
footwork tricked him and 
Dunmall sat him down and 
skipped past with the ball and 
with an open goal in front of him 
he made no mistakes in giving 
his side a two goal advantage, 
and scored his seventh goal in 
three games to keep him as the 
league's top scorer. With only 
minutes left Penn had one more 
chance to get a goal but the 
impressive Webster managed 
to block the shot and the game 
ended 3-1 putting Hinksey 
on top of the table by a goal 
difference of five. 


Want to quit “4 
smoking? 


Use your local NHS Stop Smoking 
Service and you’re up to 4 times 
more likely to succeed. 


@® Prescription stop smoking 
treatments to help beat cravings 


@ Ongoing support from an NHS 
trained adviser 


Call us today on 0845 40 80 300 


Because life’s better Smokefree. 


SMOKEFREE 


